House Democrats Hope to Resolve Differences in Versions of the America’s
Affordable Health Choices Act as Passed by Three Key House Committees During
August Recess in Hopes of Presenting for a Vote of Full House in September Find Links to Compare Versions Here
August 4, 2009
Democratic Leaders in the House of Representatives plan to hammer out differences in three
versions of the America’s Affordable Health Choices Act (H.R. 3200) as separately passed by
three key House Committees in July before House members return from their August recess in
hopes of bringing the agreed to version of H.R. 3200 to the full house in September.
After negotiating a last minute pre-August recess deal with certain Blue Dog Democrat
Committee members, the House Energy and Commerce Committee on July 31, 2009, passed its
version of H.R. 3200, the America's Affordable Health Choices Act (H.R. 3200). The version of
H.R. 3200 passed by the House Energy and Commerce Committee incorporates a series of
amendments to the language of H.R. 3200 as originally introduced. For instance, this version of
H.R. 3200 provides incentives for states to adopt certain tort reforms, provides for a public plan
option that would reimburse physicians based on negotiated rates rather than Medicare rates,
and would allow states to offer both state-based heath insurance exchanges and health
insurance co-ops. To review H.R. 3200 as amended by the House Energy and Commerce
Committee, see here.
The approval by the Energy and Commerce Committee of its version of H.R. 3200 follows the
July 17, 2009 approval by the House Ways and Means Committee and Education and Labor
Committee of their own versions of H.R. 3200. For details on the version of H.R. 3200 approved
by the House Ways and Means Committee, see here. For details on the version of H.R. 3200
approved by the House Education and Labor Committee, see here.
Leading House Democrats have announced their intention to work to resolve differences between
these three versions of H.R. 3200 as passed by these Committees during August recess in hopes
of bringing the agreed to version of H.R. 3200 to a vote of the full House of Representatives in
September.
For More Information
We hope that this information is useful to you. If you need assistance monitoring, evaluating or
responding to these or other proposed health care or other regulatory reforms or with other health
care compliance, risk management, transaction or operation concerns, please contact the author
of this update, Curran Tomko Tarski LLP Health Practice Group Chair, Cynthia Marcotte Stamer,
at (214) 270-2402, cstamer@cttlegal.com, or your other favorite Curran Tomko Tarski LLP
Partner.
You can review other recent health care and internal controls resources and additional
information about the health industry and other experience of Ms. Stamer here. If you or

someone else you know would like to receive future updates about developments on these and
other concerns, please be sure that we have your current contact information – including your
preferred e-mail – by creating or updating your profile at here or e-mailing this information to
cstamer@cttlegal.com.
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